
Elizabeth, Princess of Hungary (1207-1231) 

Today we remember Elizabeth of Hungary, a thirteenth-
century princess who devoted her short life to serving the 
poor, the sick, and the homeless. 
 
She was born in 1207 and at the age of fourteen became the 
wife of Ludwig, the ruler of Thuringia. Their marriage was 
happy and with her husband's support Elizabeth not only 
cared for their own children but also found time to supervise 
various projects for the aid of the poor. She founded several 
hospitals and homes for the elderly, and provided shelters for 
orphans and abused children. But then Ludwig died, and her 
brother-in-law drove her from the royal court.  
 
Elizabeth joined the Franciscans as a lay-associate and 
adopted a life of poverty. She did menial labour in the very 
hospices which she had founded and went into the homes of 
poor people to help them with their daily tasks. Love for 
Christ kept her going in the most brutalizing conditions, but in 
1231 she succumbed to overwork and a sudden virus. She was 
only twenty-four when she died. 
 
The people of Germany immediately began to venerate her, 
and she was declared a saint of the Church within four years 
of her death. Even today, many hospitals throughout the world 
bear her name, in memory of her devotion to binding up the 
wounds of suffering humanity. 
 
(Adapted from For All the Saints.)  

St. Elizabeth Compline 
 
Almighty God, 
by whose grace your servant Elizabeth of Hungary 
both knew and honoured Jesus 
in the poor of this world, 
grant that we, following her example, 
may serve with love and gladness 
those whom we find in any need or trouble; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Prayers 
 
We bring to God someone whom we have met or remembered 
this week, or someone for whom we want to pray… 
 
[ … your prayers … ] 
 
Refrain 
 
O Lord, hear my prayer; O Lord, hear my prayer.  
When I call answer me. 
 
O Lord, hear my prayer; O Lord, hear my prayer.  
Come and listen to me. 
 
 



We bring to God someone who is hurting tonight and needs 
our prayer… 
 
[ … your prayers … ] 

Refrain 
 
We bring to God a troubled situation in our world tonight… 
 
[ … your prayers … ] 

Refrain 
 
We bring to God the people who lead our churches, cities, and 
schools, that they might grow in wisdom and love… 
 
[ … your prayers … ] 

Refrain 
 
We bring ourselves to God that we might grow in generosity 
of spirit, clarity of mind and warmth of love for others… 
 
[ … your prayers … ] 

Refrain 
 
We bring our families, friends, and labours to God, that they 
be kept safe and be nourished in his presence…  
 
[ … your prayers … ] 

Refrain 
 
 
 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen 
 
 
      
Glory to God, 
whose power, working in us,   
can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 


